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SUB J : WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE ON BENIN 

REF (A) STATE 49275, (B) COTONOU 300, (C) COTONOU 155, 

1 . TO DATE THERE HAS BEEN NO RPT NO ACCUSATIONS MADE OF US 
INVOLVEMENT IN NIGERIAN COUP IN BENINESE PRESS OR IN PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS. AS DEPT AWARE, IN ITS PROPAGANDA OUTPUT, GPRB 
RARELY NAMES SPCIFIC COUNTRIES. THE NIGERIAN COUP IS BLAMED 
ON "INTERNATIONAL IMPERIALISM AND ITS LOCAL AGENTS". 

2. THE DECLARATION OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE PEOPLE'S 
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY OF BENIN ON THE COUP ISSUED FEB 18 WAS 
THE BASIC PROPAGANDA PIECE WHICH WAS CARRIED IN THE PRESS AND 
FOR SEVERAL DAYS ON THE RADIO. THE DECLARATION PLAYED UP 
NIGERIA'S LEADING ROLE IN FAVOR OF THE MPLA IN ANGOLA, AND 
BEGAN WITH QUOTE FROM A JAN 29 SPEECH BY PRES KEREKOU ON ANGOLA 
IN WHICH HE SAID, "AFTER THE CRUSHING FAILURE OF IMPERIALISM 

IN ASIA AND ELSEWHERE, THE FUTURE OF OUR.. .CONTINENT IS AT 
THE HEART OF THE PREOCCUPATION OF THE IMPERIALIST POWERS" 

(SEE REF C). IT STATED THAT "INTERNATIONALIMPERIALISM COULD NOT 
TOLERATE THE BIRTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF A NATIONAL AND AFRICAN 
PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT IN NIGERIA". MURTALA, THE PARTY STATEMENT 
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TENDING TO BE YOUNG REVOLUTIONARIES". THE COUP PICTURED AS PART 
OF THE "PRESENT STRATEGY OF R ACTION ARY AND CAPITALIST FORCES 
OF THE WORLD WHICH OPPOSE THE REVOLUTIONARY CURRENT IN AFRICA 
AND THE WORLD." 

3. WITH THE REFERENCES TO THE FAILURES IN ASIA AND THE 
JUXAPOSITION OF COMMENTS ON ANGOLA, IT IS EASY TO IMPUTE 
THAT THE GPRB WAS BLAMING THE US, BUT THEY HAVE NEVER SPEC- 
IFICALLY DONE SO. 

CHESHES 
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